CLASS SET – DO NOT WRITE ON OR TAKE FROM CLASS – THANK YOU


Moving Towards Independence and the Declaration
Using both your textbook and The Path to Independence reading, answer the following:

From your Textbook, pages 147 - 151
1. Describe the events of the Second Continental Congress.  Who were some of the key delegates?  What was the purpose of this congress?  What did the congress do in preparation to reach their goals?

2. What was the main purpose of the Olive Branch Petition?  How did it affect the British/Colonial relationship?

3. Militia forces capture Montreal and keep British troops at bay in Quebec during the winter of 1775 – 1776.  Even with these victories, what problems did George Washington find with his militia military?

From The Path to Independence reading:
4. What was Thomas Paine’s reasoning for independence?

5. What was the central issue facing the delegates at the second Congress?

6. Who was chosen to be part of the original committee to draft this declaration of independence?
7. Out of the committee, why was Jefferson chosen to write the bulk of the document?  Do you think this was a good choice?
8. What was the purpose of this document?

Refer back to the textbook, page 151 to be exact:
9. What are the four different sections of the Declaration? Describe the purpose or goal of each of the four sections.

10. What are the “universal principles” that the textbook books talks about for the Declaration of Independence?
Using both the textbook and page 136 of the packet:

11. What are a few of the “grievances” that Americans had against the throne?
12. How does the Declaration end?

13. Who were the signers of the Declaration of independence?  Why do you think it is important to understand who these founders were?

