Columbus Essay
Prompt:  Christopher Columbus is credited with the European discovery of the Americas in 1492.  He is credited with the idea that modern America (North, Central, and Southern America) developed to what we have today, due to this discovery, to the point of holiday’s and parades in his honor.  Think about the positives and negatives that came with Columbus’s discovery.
Now write to convince local officials whether or not these holidays and parades should continue, or should they be stopped, based on the present (at the time) and future actions of Columbus and following Europeans.

Evaluate the Prompt: - Determine what you need to accomplish by circling, underlining, and highlighting key words.

1. Circle the word that tells you what type of essay you are writing.

2. Underline the words that tell you exactly what you are writing about.

3. Highlight the advanced vocabulary word.
Gather Ideas: Use prior knowledge and resources (textbook, assorted readings, video, classwork and class-discussion) and the character traits (responsibility, citizenship, respect, kindness, honesty, self-control, tolerance, and cooperation) to list or web as many ideas on the subject provided in the prompt.
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Develop a Thesis Statement: Use the prompts and your ideas, to write a thesis statement with three solid reasons.  Remember to go back and evaluate your ideas for the best three.  Then, analyze the word choice; make sure you have chosen powerful words to support yourself.  Finally, underline important words in the prompt to utilize the wording provided to develop the thesis statement. 
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