Howard Zinn’s “ Columbus, the Indians, and Human Progress

Read Howard Zinn’s Columbus material, given in class, and answer the following questions:

1) If you were Columbus, describe what your first impression of the native Arawak would be?

2) Describe the first encounter between Columbus and the Arawaks.

3) How did Columbus describe the Arawaks?

4) How does Zinn compare the Arawaks with the Europeans?

5) What did Columbus want the most from the journey? What was he searching for?

6) What did Columbus expect to find on the expedition (trip) to the New World?

7) Did Columbus know the world was round?

8) What was in it (what would he earn) for Columbus to make this voyage?

9) Based on the story of the first sighting of land, was Columbus a fair man?  Why or why not?

10) Describe the Arawak civilization (how did they live)?

11) Why did Columbus take some of the Arawak prisoners?

12)  Where did Columbus build his first fort and what was it made from?  Where did Columbus really think he was?

13) When Columbus returned the first time, he exaggerated his findings?  Why?

14) Compare the treatment Columbus received from the Arawaks with the treatment him and his men gave back in return?

15) Describe Columbus’s actions in 1495.

16) What was Columbus’s plan to fill the cargo-holds with gold?

17) What did the Arawaks begin to do to keep from being enslaved?

18) What ultimately happened to the Arawaks?

