Name: ____________________________________________________________________  Period #: _______


Can You Survive?

After viewing Morgan Spurlock’s 30 Days: Minimum Wage episode, you are being asked to answer the following issues: Do minimum wage programs work? Should there be social programs in the US (health care, unemployment, housing assistance, etc.) and what could make social programs better?  This project is simple… live on minimum wage for three months (on paper… no dropping out of school and don’t actually rent an apartment).

For this project you are to create a realistic budget.  You will need to find a place to live (must pay rent), feed yourself, maintain a job, pay utilities (water and electric), and handle unexpected cost.

Here are the rules for this project:

1) Complete the budget sheet included
2) All budgets must include evidence.  This can include printouts, newspaper ads for rents, created copies of utility bills, evidence of food shopping cost (coupons, recorded food prices, etc.), and produced (made-up, false but realistic) receipts.  (This is fictional… do not call people to rent from them)
3) You will be given a scenario.  You must follow the scenario.  If your scenario gives a situation, it must be dealt with
4) You may find roommates

· Must have one room per person and can split utilities and rent equally
5) Must clothe yourself with a one week supply (remember to show proof - seven sets of clothing – pants, shirts, socks, etc.)
· This includes the cleaning of clothes once a week (include laundry detergent, cleaners, laundry-mats, etc.)
6) Entertainment (TV, Cable, Internet, Computer, Movies, etc), Phone (cell or home), and education are all extras.  If you plan on having these, you must include it in your budget.

7) Transportation

· You may walk or use a bike, rollerblades, etc., within five miles of the workplace (no hitch-hiking)

· You do not have a vehicle to start, if you want one… you need to buy one (must have it in your budget); 
8) Work

· You can choose to work five, six, or seven days-a-week and must indicate this when you calculate your budget

· Jobs do not offer health insurance or sick days unless otherwise indicated or discovered
9) Taxes

· You must pay your taxes and FICA (Social Security)

· This will be calculated at 24% of your overall income
As you start and complete your budget, please answer the following questions in a one – two page report:

1) What is the Minimum Wage program?  Where did it come from?

2) How much is Minimum Wage today and have there been any recent changes in America’s minimum wage policy? (give both National and State wages)

3) If you worked at minimum wage (Florida wages) for one year, six days-a-week, eight hours-a-day, how much would you make?  (Give calculation both before and after taxes (24%))

4) According to US Statistics, what annual income is considered at the poverty line (poor)?

5) Does the current national minimum wage rate match the current rate of inflation?  What do you think this means for individuals or families on minimum wage?

6) Answer/summarize the lesson learned and your conclusions based on the scenario you were given

Complete the following information.  Please include a separate worksheet with the actual cost calculations and any added expenses.
Money IN
Start-up money (given in your scenario)






$________________

Salary
 










Gross Salary per week

    (minimum wage x hours worked) 


$____________

Net Salary per week (after taxes)


    (gross salary per week – 24%)       


$____________


Salary (Net salary x 12 weeks)  






$________________








          
   Total (Start-up + Salary) = $________________

Money OUT
Rent







_____________ x3 months = $________________

Utilities (Water & Electric) 




_____________ x3 months = $________________

Transportation cost





_____________ x3 months = $________________

Food cost






_____________ x3 months = $________________
Other Fixed Expenses (please attach a list and cost of all other fixed expenses)

 $________________






         


         Total Fixed Expenses = $________________

Clothing Cost
 (calculate below)




  $________________

New Clothes 

$____________ 

Laundry per week 
$____________ x12 = $___________

Entertainment (TV/Cable, Internet, game system, going out, movies, etc.)

Calculate on separate sheet, attach and give the total for three months)   
$_______________

Phone cost – home and/or cell (calculate below)




   
$_______________

Cost of phone

$____________


Cost of service
$____________ x3 = $____________

Other Expenses (please list separately and attach details)
  


$_______________






   


Total Additional Expenses = $_______________


DID YOU SURVIVE?  

       


    Money IN – Money Out = $_______________
Did you survive?  Include a description of your experience.  Were you able to live on minimum wage?  What could you do differently to survive?  Please answer all these questions in your report summary.
