Slavery and a Dividing Nation

Read pages 436 – 444 of the American Journey textbook and answer the following:

1) What was the real conflict in Congress for the entry of new states?

2) Once again, what is sectionalism?

3) What does Henry Clay propose as a solution to the entry of new states (Clay’s Proposal) into the government?

4) What problem did the nation face with the addition of California, Texas, New Mexico, Oregon, and Utah into the United States?

5) What was Henry Clay’s five-part plan for dealing with the problem in question #4?

6) What were southern states threatening to do by this point?

7) What was the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850?

8) What problems in the North did some free blacks have after the slave acts were passed?

9) Were Northerners in favor of the slave acts?

10) What is popular sovereignty?  

11) How did the Kansas-Nebraska Act show the true division (separation of views) of the country?

12) Who were the border ruffians?  Do you think what they did was legal?  Explain.

13) How did the Kansas elections of 1855, lead to the violence known as “Bleeding Kansas”?

14) What was “Bleeding Kansas”?

15) What is a civil war?

16) While Kansas was in turmoil (conflict), what was happening in Congress?  Give an example.

