The Beginnings of Slavery in the Americas

1) From when and in what form does early slavery come from?

2) What changed slavery in the 15th and 16th centuries?

3) List the four basic reasons that African’s were chosen for slavery by the Spanish and Portuguese.

4) Where in Africa were the slaves coming from?

5) About how many slaves were imported into the Americas from 1493 – 1810?

Drawing the Color Line

1) What does J. Saunders Redding mean when he writes, “Probably no ship in modern history has carried a more portentous freight.”?

2) If tobacco was so disapproved of religiously, why did the colonist continue to grow it?

3) Why did the Virginians need labor?

4) Why couldn’t the colonist force the Native Americans to be slaves?

5) According to Edmund Morgan, why was the English superiority to the natives such a slap in the face?

6) Why were black slaves a solution to the labor issues of Jamestown?

7) Describe the helplessness of African slaves.

