
The Growth of Industry – Railroads and Inventions

Read pages 556 – 566 in the American Journey Textbook and answer the following:

1) Describe the growth of the railroad lines from the 1800’s till the early 1900’s.

2) What is consolidation?

3) Do you see a problem with consolidation and the forming of railroad barons?

4) What economic links did railroads make for the country?

5) What other ways did railroads encourage economic growth?

6) What were some of the problems with the early railroads?

7) How were some of the problems solved?  Give five examples.

8) What advantages did the larger railroad companies have over the smaller ones?

9) Why were these railroad barons able to get away with so much?

10) How did railroads change America?

11) Why would expanding railroads require the creation of time zones?

12) Create a chart for the following inventions of the late 1800’s – The Type Writer, the Telephone, the first workable Light bulb, Power plants, Shoe making machine, the Assembly line.  For each invention list: the Inventor, Date of Invention, Inventions Purpose (what it does), How does this Invention change the life… American’s, America’s Economy, and American Culture.

