The Virginia Company

Read the class handout, The Virginia Company, and complete the following questions:

1) Define what is a Joint Stock Company (from textbook).

2) What was the primary goal of the Virginia Company?

3) What was the first mistake of the settlers of Jamestown and why?
4) Who were the first settlers of Jamestown?

5) Describe the “starving time”.

6) Define martial law (use textbook).

7) What is the initial view of tobacco in England?

8) What is an indentured servant?

9) What is a sharecropper?

10) Why did immigrants flock (run) to Virginia?

11) Were these immigrants coming to Virginia successful?

12) What did tobacco do to, or do for, the economy of Virginia?

13) Who were the immigrants coming to Virginia during the 17th century (1600’s)?

14) Why would, or did, English men and women become indentured servants?

15) What was the reality of life in Virginia during the 1620’s?

16) What was the English view of the local Indian’s and why?

17) Why did King James I, dissolve the Virginia Company?

18) What did the wealthy Tobacco planters of Virginia do once profits slowed down?

19) Why did mortality (death) rates start declining (go down) during the 1630’s?

20) Why was there a desire for more land in Virginia during the mid-1600’s?

21) Look at the map on p.53.  Why were farmers so limited on where they could grow their crops?

