
The Western Frontier – Miners, Ranchers, and Farmers

Read pages 526 – 539 in the American Journey textbook and answer the following:

1) What two groups did the transcontinental railroad lines impact?

2) Why was there a population boom in Colorado in 1859?

3) What was the result of the discovery of Comstock Lode?

4) Describe the boomtown of Virginia City, Nevada.

5) Why do you think vigilante justice took over in boomtowns?

6) Why were women important in boomtowns?

7) Why was the mining frontier so important to the American economy?

8) What was the problem with wagon trains and stagecoaches moving goods and people?

9) Describe the growth of transportation in the US between 1865 and 1890.

10) What is a government subsidy?

11) Why would local communities offer subsidies to the railroad companies?

12) Who gained and who lost during the railroad expansion?

13) What is the transcontinental rail line?

14) What was the challenge building this rail line?

15) Who labored in the building of the rail line?

16) What were the economic consequences of the completion of the transcontinental rail line?

17) Why were time zones needed?

18) What does it mean that most of Texas was open range?

19) How did the rail lines increase the value of the longhorns (cattle)?

20) What was a cattle drive?

21) Who made up the diversity of cowhands?

22) What were some of the hazards of cattle driving?

23) Why did the cattle industry economically fall after such a great boom in the 1880’s?

24) What was homesteading?

25) How did homesteading help the growth of the Plains?

26) Who were the “Exodusters”?

27) What were the environmental challenges of the Great Plains?

28) What is dry farming?  Is it successful?

29) What was the Oklahoma land rush?

30) Who suffered in this grand land settling?

