War with Mexico and the Californian Gold Rush

Read pages 369 – 378 of the American Journey textbook and complete the following:

1. Define the New Mexico territory during the early 1800’s.

2. Who controlled this New Mexico territory between the 15 and 1800’s?

3. Why did the Mexican government allow American traders into the New Mexico?

4. How did better transportation systems allow for American growth in New Mexico?

5. Why was America looking towards California after New Mexico?

6. What was Spain’s plan for colonizing California?

7. From rule under the Spanish to rule under Mexico… How were Native American treated?

8. What advantages were there to America gaining California?

9. President Polk felt that the New Mexico territory and California rightfully belonged to the US.  Do you agree with Polk’s view on Manifest Destiny?

10. What started war with Mexico?

11. What did President Polk do to provoke war with Mexico?  Was this legal?

12. Why was there opposition to the war?

13. What was Polk’s three-part plan for victory?

14. By January of 1847, California and New Mexico territory was under American control.  Was an attack on Mexico City necessary?  Was it worth the money and lives?  Explain.

15. What were the final results of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo?

16. Who flocked to California in 1848?  Why?

17. How did the Gold Rush diversify America?

18. Describe a Boomtown.

19. Who really gained success during the Gold Rush?

20. Why were the Mormon’s forced from New York?  Was this constitutional?

21. Why do you think Mormon’s had so much trouble with Federal officials?

22. Create a chart listing at lease 5 cause and effects of westward movement.

