In this watercolor France’s Indian al-
lies ave shown attacking Deerfield,
Massachusetts. Alveady much of the
town is in flames in this scene. What
do you suppose was the function of the
red building in the center of town?

Preview & Review

Use these questions to guide your
reading. Answer the questions
after comnletina Qantinn 2

pousn coronial rontier? 2. Using
your historical imagination, write
Robert Dinwiddie's message,
which young George Washington
delivered, to Marquis Duquesne.
Explain Dinwiddie’s objection to
building forts west of Virginia.

Photo: Dan McCoy/Rainbow

3. FRANCE
CHALLENGES ENGLAND

The French and English Wars

From the time of the Glorious Revolution until the 1760s., England
was almost constantly at war in Europe, always against France.
Americans were involved in these wars because the French had also
become a colonial power in North America.

The French. who had begun their explorations of America in
1524. did not build many permanent settlements in America. While
the English were clearing land and planting crops along the Atlantic
Coast. the French were ranging deep into the continent, hunting,
trapping, and setting up trading posts where they bought furs from
the American Indians.

Whenever war broke out in Europe between England and
France. French and English colonists fought in America. It was
difficult for them to get at each other because their posts and settle-
ments in America lay far apart in the wilderness. Most of the battles
consisted of sneak attacks and raids on frontier outposts. Relatively
few colonists actually took up arms. Much of the fighting was done
by Indians allied with one side or the other.

The first colonial conflict was known as King William’s War. It
went on with interruptions from 1689 to 1697. The French, with
Indian support, attacked Schenectady in New York and a few villages
in New England. American colonists responded by marching against
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power of the French which threaten His Majesty’s holdings.
While the French are still unable to seize all that vast area
west of our lands, we should attempt to make some settle-
ments along the Great Lakes. At the same time we should
I ' also take over the passes of the mountains in order to
1 \ safeguard communications with such settlements. . . . We
could also cut off or disturb the communication between
Canada and Louisiana if a war should break out. Once such
a settlement was made, 1 can’t see how the French could
dispute our right of possession. The law of nations recog-
w nizes the right of the first nation that settles an area. And
1 if the French should try to make us leave the area by force,
| we are closer to our settlements and aid than they are to
theirs.'99

The English acted on Spotswood’s advice, building forts along the
Great Lakes. But the French reacted strongly as we see in this
excerpt from a letter written in 1750 by a French settler in Canada.

¢¢ The St. Lawrence River and the lakes which supply the
waters of that great river stretch across the interior of Can-
ada. Its navigation and trade can be halted more easily than
people may think. One of the best ways to avoid this mis-
fortune is further to strengthen not only Quebec and Mon-
treal. but also Fort Frederic. It is essential to establish at
that fort a large, well-fortified French village in time of
peace and to attract an Indian village in time of war. This
effort will cost little if we settle some farmers on Lake
Champlain at the same time and form some villages there.
Fort Frontenac is at the outlet of Lake Ontario, on which
the English have established a post or fort called Oswego.
This is clearly illegal, and is a serious threat to Canada.
This Oswego post is located on a lake that has long been
claimed by France. And it has been built by the English
during a period of peace. The Governor of Canada has
protested but taken no further action. Although it ought to
have been pulled down in the beginning by using force, the
‘ post is still there.
} This post, which has been regarded as of little impor-
I tance, can, in fact, destroy Canada. and it already caused
1 the greatest harm. . . . It is there that the English hand out
! rum to the Indians, even though the King of France has
forbidden this trade. It is there that the English try to win
i over all Indian nations. They not only try to corrupt them
{ with gifts but also urge them to kill the French traders
I throughout the vast forests of New France.

IFrom The Official Letters of Alexander Spotswood, edited by R.A. Brock
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